GUIDANCE NOTE FOR REGISTRATION OF SPECIALIST ENGINEERS
Are you practising in a specialised or emerging field of engineering?

The Board of Engineering of Trinidad and Tobago is pleased to introduce its Guidance Note for
Registration of Specialist Engineers (Category #20) — a structured pathway for recognising
advanced expertise across evolving areas of engineering practice.

As engineering continues to expand beyond traditional boundaries, this Guidance Note provides
clarity on:

+ Eligibility requirements for Specialist Registration

+/ How to define and present your area of specialisation

+/ Documentation and evidence expectations

/ Competency standards and assessment process

Whether your work lies in ICT Infrastructure, Telecommunications, Renewable Energy,
Geomatics, Safety Engineering, or other niche disciplines, this guidance is designed to help you
prepare a robust, evidence-based submission that reflects your true professional capability.

Key message:
Years of experience alone are not sufficient — it is your depth of expertise, technical
responsibility, and demonstrated impact that matter.

1. REGISTRATION OF SPECIALIST ENGINEERS

An Engineer who has specialized training, expertise and competency in a field of Engineering that
is a distinct subcategory of any of the listed Categories, but which is not so listed, and which is
based on technology, function, and lifecycle responsibilities, can apply to be Registered under
Category # 20 — Specialist Engineer. The BOETT’s Stamp which that Engineer receives will
read “Specialist (Name of Field)”.

2. PURPOSE

This Guidance Note provides direction to engineers seeking registration under Category #20 —
Specialist Engineering with the Board of Engineering of Trinidad and Tobago (BOETT).

It outlines:

Eligibility considerations

Documentation requirements

Assessment expectations

Best practices for demonstrating specialist competence

This note is intended to support applicants in preparing a clear, robust, and evidence-based
submission in areas of specializations built upon core engineering disciplines



3. DEFINITION OF A SPECIALIST ENGINEER
A Specialist Engineer is one who:

o Possesses advanced knowledge, training, and experience in a defined area of
engineering practice;

o Operates in a sub-discipline or emerging field not explicitly listed among the standard
BOETT categories;

« Demonstrates recognised expertise, independent judgment, and professional
authority within that field.

Registration is granted under Category #20 — Specialist Engineering

The designation will reflect the specific area of expertise, e.g.:
“Specialist (Geotechnical Engineering)” or “Specialist (Transportation Engineering)”

4. ELIGIBILITY CONSIDERATIONS

Applicants must satisfy the general requirements for BOETT registration, including:
o Acceptable academic qualifications
e Relevant engineering experience

o Demonstration of competency and professional practice

In addition, Specialist applicants must demonstrate:
4.1 Depth of Expertise

« Advanced technical knowledge beyond general practice
« Specialisation developed through education, training, and experience

4.2 Defined Area of Practice

e Aclearly articulated specialist field
« Evidence that the field is:
o Distinct
o Recognised within engineering practice
o Not adequately covered by existing categories

4.3 Professional Recognition

e Atrack record of working in the specialist field
e Recognition by employers, clients, or peers



5. AREAS OF SPECIALISATION
Examples of recognised specialist fields include:

Building Services Engineering
Drainage Engineering
Geotechnical Engineering

Roads / Asphalt Engineering
Water Supply Engineering
Hydraulic Engineering
Transportation Engineering
Machinery Lubrication Engineering
Safety Engineering

Geomatics Engineering
Telecommunications Engineering
ICT Infrastructure Engineering

Note:

This list is not exhaustive. Other specialists’ fields, including renewable power generation
technologies, from time to time, are designated at the discretion of the Board, based on a
rigorous competency assessment of the applicant’s credentials.

6. DOCUMENTATION REQUIREMENTS

Applicants must submit a comprehensive portfolio demonstrating specialist competence.

6.1 Core Submission Components
(a) Specialist Practice Statement
A clear description of:

e The specialist field
e Scope of services provided
e Relevance to engineering practice

(b) Work Experience Record

o Detailed record of projects within the specialist field
« Emphasis on:

o Technical complexity

o Scale and impact

o Duration and continuity of practice



(c) Responsible Charge Documentation
Where applicable, applicants must demonstrate:
o Leadership
e Independent judgment
e Accountability for technical outcomes

References: (www.boett.org)

o BOETT Guidelines for Documentation of Responsible Charge
o Documentation of Responsible Charge

(d) Technical Evidence

Examples include:

Design calculations
Drawings and specifications

Technical reports
Research or innovation outputs

(e) Verification
« Statements from sponsors or supervisors
o Confirmation of:
o Role
o Level of responsibility
o Specialist competence
7. ASSESSMENT PROCESS

Applications for Specialist Registration are subject to:
7.1 Competency Evaluation

The BOETT Assessment Committee will evaluate:
Depth of technical expertise

Application of engineering principles

Problem-solving capability
Professional judgment and decision-making

7.2 Interview and/or Examination

Applicants may be required to:



e Attend an interview; and/or
e Sit a written examination

The assessment will focus on:

Specialist knowledge in the application of the related engineering technology
Application of theory to practice

Understanding of standards, codes, and regulations

Professional ethics and responsibility

8. CRITERIA FOR APPROVAL
To be approved as a Specialist Engineer, the applicant must demonstrate:

Clearly defined and credible specialist field

Sustained professional practice in that field

Evidence of advanced competency and expertise
Independent responsibility for significant engineering work
Professional integrity and ethical conduct

The decision to designate a specialist field rests with the BOETT following rigorous evaluation.
9. COMMON CHALLENGES (AND HOW TO ADDRESS THEM)

Challenge 1: Poorly Defined Specialisation

Solution: Clearly define the field and distinguish it from general engineering practice.
Challenge 2: Insufficient Evidence of Depth

Solution: Provide detailed technical documentation and highlight complex projects.
Challenge 3: Overly General Experience

Solution: Focus submission on specialist work, not broad career history.

Challenge 4: Weak Verification

Solution: Ensure sponsors provide specific, detailed, and independent statements.
10. BEST PRACTICE RECOMMENDATIONS

Applicants are encouraged to:

o Present a coherent narrative of their specialist career development
o Demonstrate innovation and technical leadership
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o Provide verifiable and well-organised documentation
« Highlight impact on projects, clients, or the industry

11. STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF SPECIALIST REGISTRATION
Specialist Registration:

Recognises advanced and niche engineering expertise
Supports modern, multidisciplinary engineering practice
Enhances national engineering capacity and capability
Provides confidence to clients, employers, and the public

12. CONCLUSION

Registration as a Specialist Engineer under Category #20 represents the highest level of
recognition of focused expertise within the BOETT framework.

Applicants are encouraged to approach the process with:

e Clarity of purpose
« Strong technical evidence
« Demonstrated professional accountability

OBSERVATION TO NOTE

Years of experience alone do not establish eligibility for Specialist Registration —
it is the depth of engineering responsibility, technical authority, and demonstrable impact
that is decisive.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

Applicants are advised to consult:

BOETT — Guidelines for Registration

Guidelines for Documenting Responsible Charge

Documentation of Responsible Charge
BOETT Website: www.boett.org

“Don’t delay — get registered.”


http://www.boett.org/

